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Logger and Log Hauler Relief Rolls Out 
Through Farm Service Agency Local Offices

Changes in the Kentucky Master Logger Office

Loggers - the USDA has announced a program to reimburse you for some losses that occurred due to the 
pandemic.  Basically, it will provide direct payment to logging and log hauling operations who experienced a 
10% or greater loss in revenue from January 1, 2020 through December 1, 2020 compared to the same pe-
riod in 2019 up to a maximum of $125,000 for any individual or company. You will have to have filed taxes in 
2019 and 2020 indicating you were a logger or log hauler.   The following information is taken directly from 
the USDA announcement. Filing opened July 22, 2021 and needs to be done by October 15, 2021 at your 
local county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

To locate your local office and contact information visit this website at https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/loca-
tor/app or call this number: 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 
Eligible program applicants will receive up to two PATHH payments based on the following payment calcula-
tion, where both years reflect gross revenue from January 1 through December 1. 

Expected PATHH Payment = (2019 Gross Revenue – 2020 Gross Revenue) x 0.80 

FSA will issue an initial payment of no more than $2,000 shortly after application approval. A final payment 
will be made after the signup period ends to applicants whose expected total payment exceeds $2,000. The 
sum of both payments will not exceed $125,000, and USDA may prorate final payments if total calculated 
payments nationally exceed the $200 million in funding allocated for PATHH.

Loggers, after more than 22 years as Coordina-
tor of the Kentucky Master Logger program, Mark 
Schuster is retiring. Mark aided the program when 
it first started in the fall of 1992 and undertook the 
coordinator position in 1999. All of you are familiar 
with Mark as he has been at 99%+ of the three-day 
and one-day programs since 2000 and instructs in 
the three-day program. He handles all of the phone 
calls, emails, registrations, renewals, and temporary 
cards as well, from the Master Logger office located 
at the University of Kentucky. As you might imagine 
Mark will be sorely missed by the program, loggers 
throughout the state, and by those of us that work 
directly with the Master Logger program. While Mark 
has been the workhorse for the program and his loss 

will be significant, do 
not panic we have a 
plan to deal with his 
retirement.
 
While the Master Log-
ger office is located at 
UK, Mark is a forester 
with the Kentucky 
Division of Forestry 
and they are working 
to fill his position this 
fall. Fortunately for 
you, Mark has agreed 
to assist the program the 

...continued on page 2

...continued on page 3

Mark Schuster, Master Logger Coordinator  
1999 - 2021

-- Dr. Jeff Stringer
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Hauler and Trucker Relief Roll Out 
...continued from page 1

Program Eligibility
The below list captures all eligibility requirements for 
PATHH. We recommend you review this list before 
initiating your PATHH application as the signup pe-
riod opened on July 22.
 
To be eligible for PATHH, an individual or legal entity 
must:

 •  Have been in operation as a timber harvesting 
business or timber hauling business for at least 
part of the periods from January 1, 2019, through 
December 1, 2019, and January 1, 2020, through 
December 1, 2020. USDA will adjust your gross 
revenue proportionally if you did not operate 
during the entire period for one or both years.

 •  Be a business that derived at least 50 percent 
of gross revenue from timber harvesting and/
or timber hauling from January 1, 2019, through 
December 1, 2019, and from January 1, 2020, 

through December 1, 2020. 
Specifically, eligible activi-
ties to earn revenue dur-
ing these periods include 
cutting timber, transport-
ing timber, and/or the pro-
cessing of wood on-site 
on the forest land, such as 
chipping, grinding, con-
verting to biochar, cutting 
to smaller lengths, etc.

 •  Have experienced a loss of at least 10 percent 
in gross revenue during this period in 2020 as 
compared to 2019. You can calculate your loss 
in revenue using the following formula, where 
both years reflect gross revenue from January 1 
through December 1: 

Percent Revenue Loss =  
((2019 Gross Revenue – 2020 Gross Revenue)  

/ 2019 Gross Revenue) x 100 

 •  If a logger, must have a 2017 North American 
Industry Classification System (NAICS) code 
of 113310 for tax purposes. The NAICS code for 
your business will be located on your federal tax 
return documents for 2019 and 2020. 

 •  If a trucker, must have a NAICS code of 484220 
or 484230 and must have filed an IRS Form 2290. 
The NAICS code for your business will be located 
on your federal tax return documents for 2019 
and 2020. 

 •  Comply with provisions of the “Highly Erodible 
Land and Wetland Conservation” regulations, 
often called the conservation compliance provi-
sions. These will be addressed via form AD-1026 
during the application process.

 •  Not have a controlled substance violation.

 •  Be a citizen of the United States or a resident 
alien.

 •  Submit a complete PATHH application form (FSA-
1118) and provide all required documentation. 
The below section details all documents required 
to apply for PATHH.

•   Not be a minor. Minors under 18 years of age are 
not eligible for PATHH. 

These details are directly from the USDA PATHH 
website: Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters 
and Haulers Program at https://www.farmers.gov/
coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/pathh.
 
If you have questions about your eligibility, please 
contact the FSA office at your local USDA Service 
Center or call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a 
USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

Kentucky Wood Expo 
Masterson Station Park 

A logging and sawmill equipment expo including 
woodland equipment, chainsaw and forestry com-
petitions, and much more will be held at Masterson 
Station Park in September. University of Kentucky 
Forestry Extension has partnered with the Kentucky 
Forest Industries Association for many years and 
have provided educational opportunities to learn 
about forest health, the critter tent, a video covering 
the economic impact of the forest industry and mak-
ing your own cutting board made of native Kentucky 
hardwoods, small scale logging equipment attach-
ments for 
small wood-
lands and 
farms and 
much more. 
Come on out 
to the 34th 
Kentucky Wood Expo Show Friday, September 17, 
and Saturday, September 18. 

More information and exhibitors guide at  
https://www.kfia.org/Page.ign?title=55-kentucky-
wood-expo-kfia-wood-expo
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The Kentucky Wood Industry E-News is pub-
lished every other month and comes from a vari-
ety of sources; some will be original from Univer-
sity of Kentucky faculty and staff, but we will also 
draw from other universities and industry publi-
cations.  We will often try to provide context or 

Do You Receive the Wood Industry E-News?
interpretation for an article to highlight how an 
issue may affect producers in our area, putting a 
local touch on news you may have already seen. 
 
Visit www.ukforestry.org to sign up for the Wood 
Industry E-News.

Changes in the Master Logger Office
...continued from page 1

remainder of the year to aid in the transition. Because of this, you will continue to see him at programs this 
fall helping with registration, instruction and keeping things running. He will occasionally help us in the office 
as well, until the new hire by the Kentucky Division of Forestry is in place and trained. Also, Mark has been 
working with Briana Fortunato, Extension Assistant with the UK Forestry and Natural Resources Department, 
who will be monitoring the phone, emails, handling registrations, and maintaining the data base. Renee’ Wil-
liams, Extension Information Specialist with UK, will continue to manage the website as she has done for a 
number of years. Finally, as Director of the Master Logger program I will be on-site to help assist as needed 
and will instruct in the program as needed. All of the Kentucky Master Logger managing partners, the Ken-
tucky Forest Industries Association, Kentucky Division of Forestry, and the UK Department of Forestry and 
Natural Resources are committed to ensure that the Master Logger Program continues to work effectively 
and are taking steps to make sure this commitment is fulfilled. Please have patience with the program the 
remainder of the year as we transition to the new coordinator. 

KML Office Succession Transitions

Briana Fortunato,  
UK Forestry and Natural Re-
sources Extension Assistant 
that will be monitoring the 
phone, emails and handling 
registrations and the data-
base during the transition 

this year.

Renee’ Williams,  
UK Forestry and  

Natural Resources 
Extension Information 

Specialist, will   
continue to handle 

the website as she has 
done since 2006.

Dr. Jeff Stringer,  
Director of the Ken-
tucky Master Logger  
program and Chair of 
UK’s Department of 
Forestry and Natural 

Resources.  
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And the Award Goes To....
Every year the Kentucky Forest Industries Association hosts the Kentucky Tree Farm Awards Luncheon during 
their Annual Meeting to recognize the Commonwealths Logger, Tree Farm Inspector, and Tree Farmer of the 
Year. Due to Covid and the farm not being able to be inspected a Tree Farmer was not recognized this year.  
Please join us in congratulating these professionals.  

2020 Logger of the Year -  
B & B Logging, Saul & Rufus (Sonny)  

Bex and Family - Falmouth, KY  
(Pendleton Co.)

2020 Tree Farm Inspector of the Year - 
Sarah Shewmaker,  

KY Division of Forestry, Frankfort KY 

Free Kentucky Master Logger Programs
The Independent Stave Company in Columbia, MO has agreed to sponsor two Kentucky 
Master Logger classes in 2021. The classes will take place August 31, Sept. 1- 2 in More-
head, Kentucky at the Morehead Conference Center and October 19 - 21 in Benton, KY at 
the Marshall County Cooperative Extension Service Office.  
 
Independent Stave Company and Heaven Hill Distillery will cover all costs. The $85 regis-
tration fee for all loggers attending these two classes will be paid for by the sponsors and 
lunch will be provided on the final day of the program along with door prizes. Attendees will also become 
KFIA members with dues being paid by Independent Stave Company.
 
We encourage the logging community to spread the word of this opportunity to receive the three day train-
ing and KFIA membership. Class size is limited. To register contact the Master Logger Office at 800-859-
6006 or visit their website at www.masterlogger.org

The Tree Farm Committee is now accepting nominations for Logger of the Year and Tree Farmer of the Year 
which is honored yearly at the KFIA Annual Meeting in the spring. Nominations are being accepted until 
August 15 and will then be reviewed at the tree farm meeting and field visits will be set up with the finalists. 
The winners will be determined at the Tree Farm Committee meeting in February, 2022. These awards are an 
excellent way to honor those who do a good job in forestry related activities that often get little attention. 
Nomination forms are available on the KFIA website at www.kfia.org under the programs button and Ken-
tucky Tree Farm or contact the office with any questions. 

Anyone is welcome to nominate either the Logger or Tree Farmer of the Year. The Logger of the Year needs 
to operate in Kentucky and should not be on the Bad Actor list. The Tree Farmer of the Year needs to man-
age forest land in Kentucky and be a member of the American Tree Farm System. Certification in the Tree 
Farm System is available at no charge to all woodland owners who are actively managing their forestland. 
The winners will be honored at the KFIA Annual Meeting at the Embassy Suites in Lexington, KY during the 
Awards Luncheon scheduled for March 30, 2022. The winners will also receive plaques and a Stihl chainsaw 
through support from Stihl Inc./ Bryan Equipment Sales, Loveland, OH. This is a great way to honor a land-
owner or Logger who is doing a great job of sustaining our forest resource for the future.
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The Real American Hardwood Coalition
The Real American Hardwood™ campaign has 
launched! By becoming an industry member of 

one of the Real 
American Hard-
wood Coalition 
(RAHC) funding 
associations, 
your company 
is eligible to use 
the Real Ameri-
can Hardwood 
logo on products, 
printed promo-

tional materials, and social media. 
 
By including the Real American Hardwood logo on 
your lumber, manufactured goods, trucks, websites, 
marketing materials, and business cards, you can 
help spread the word and raise awareness of Natu-
rally Authentic™ American Hardwood merchandise. 

Explore how your company can participate at www.
RealAmericanHardwood.org, the website built 
especially for you, your company, and your employ-
ees. The website provides everything you need, 
including downloadable logo files and guidelines 
for use. Visit https://realamericanhardwood.org/
request-documents to access all the resources. 

The hard work and financial support of more than 
25 industry associations, this group has completed 

their consumer research and built the primary infra-
structure to engage the hardwood industry in working 
to raise awareness of our amazing hardwood finished 
goods from raw materials to industrial products to the 
finished goods used to furnish American homes. 
Looking forward to seeing the Real American Hard-
wood logo popping up across the country, promoting 
the Naturally Authentic beauty and benefits of Real 
American Hardwood products.  

Questions? Please contact info@realamerican-
hardwood.org or contact Michele with KFIA 
1.502.695.3979.

Call Before You Cross
Heavy equipment can cause damage to pipelines. Please call 
811 at least 48 hours prior to crossing a right-of-way. 

TransCanada* can also be contacted directly at 1.877.287.1782 
or us_crossings@TransCanada.com.
*TransCanada is the parent company of Columbia Gas and Gulf Transmission  
and ANR Pipeline.

As many are likely aware, 
Kentucky recently went 
through a revision of the 
Kentucky Best Manage-
ment Practices pertaining 
to water quality law. The 
new full color manual in-
cludes lots of pictures and 
diagrams to help those 
on the ground in making 
decisions. All Kentucky 
Master Loggers have re-
ceived a printed copy in 
the mail.  You can view at 
copy at https://forestry.
ca.uky.edu/sites/forestry.
ca.uky.edu/files/for_130_
bmp_guide_small.pdf

Access to New Logging BMP Manual

Kentucky Forest Products  
Industry Directory
Interested in exploring wood markets around 
your region or county? The Kentucky Forest 
Products Industry Directory provides several 
advanced search options. The web address is:  
http://kentuckywoodindustry.ca.uky.edu/
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Preventing RANSOMWARE Attack Information

The threat of ransomware attacks on businesses, phishing attempts to steal private information, and the in-
stances of identity theft are becoming more and more prevalent for business every year. Recent ransomware 
attacks on critical cyber network infrastructure such as the Colonial Pipeline, hospitals, and meat processing 
plants are on the rise and are often coming from Russia, China, or other adversarial countries. We have also 
learned of attacks on a KFIA member. To better protect 
your business and personal information the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) has released some tips that will help 
prevent cybercriminals from taking advantage of our 
members. The FTC recommends updating the software on 
all electronic devices and securing your electronic files by 
using an external hard drive. In addition, requiring strong 
and different passwords for all devices that include a mix 
of numbers, symbols, and letters will help strengthen your personal cybersecurity.
 
If you would like to find more information on how to better protect yourself online, please go to the Federal 
Trade Commission website by visiting: https://www.ftc.gov/tips-advice/business-center/small-businesses/cy-
bersecurity 

-- Kentucky Forest Industries Association

Kentucky Forest Sector Economic Contribution Report
Forests cover nearly half the state of Kentucky and are the foundation of a forest sector that is a major eco-
nomic force in the Commonwealth. This webpage (http://forestry.ca.uky.edu/economic-report) contains the 
latest Kentucky forest sector economic contribution estimates, prior estimates, links to data sources and 
methods, as well as additional information related to the economic importance of Kentucky’s forest resources. 

The 2020 economic contributions of Kentucky’s forest sector include:
 •  $13.97 billion in total economic contributions
 •  27,000 jobs in the forest sector and an estimated 53,000 jobs overall

The wood resources that support Kentucky’s forest sec-
tor come primarily from Kentucky’s forests. Each acre of 
harvested timber is estimated to contribute $23,288 to 
Kentucky’s economy. This contribution starts with the 
woodland owner who receives, on average, $1,033 per 
acre for timber sold based on the statewide average of 
3,563 board feet of timber harvested per acre at $0.29 
per board foot. Remaining economic contributions are 
calculated by dividing the direct cash output of each for-
est sub-sector by the estimated number of acres har-
vested in 2020. 
 
Loggers harvest the timber and transport it to a mill for 
processing into primary products like lumber, crossties, 
or paper. Secondary industries then convert the primary 
products into a final product. Virtually no wood is wasted 
in the supply chain as products such as sawdust, chips, 
and bark are sold or used in other industries. Each step 
along the way, from the woodlands to the final wood-us-
ing industry, contributes to the economy. The most value 
is added by the secondary industry. This indicates the im-
portance of ensuring a good business climate for second-
ary wood products industries in Kentucky. Woodland owners and logging are individually the smallest direct 
contributors; however, they provide the wood and fiber that allow for products to be made and value to be 
added to the Kentucky economy. Visit http://forestry.ca.uky.edu/economic-report to see the entire report.

Total: 
$23,288
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Kentucky Master  
Logger Continuing  

Education Programs

If you would like to register for a 3-day pro-
gram, call 1-800-859-6006 or 859-257-6230. 
The 3-day sessions cost $85 per person for 
the entire 3-day course.

Kentucky Master Logger 3-Day Program

2021 Dates and Locations:

If you would like to register for one 
of these programs and complete 
the six-hour CE requirement, mail 
this registration form and fee to 

the KML Office at the address listed below or 
call 1-800-859-6006 or 859-257-6230.  If time 
permits you will be sent a return letter verify-
ing your registration along with class informa-
tion.  All Continuing Education Credits have a 
$50 registration fee. See classes offered in the 
table below.   

• August 17, 18, 19 - Hardin Co. Cooperative 
Extension Service Office

• August 31, Sept 1, 2 - Rowan Co. – More-
head Conference Center

• September 21, 22, 23  - Metcalfe Co. Coop-
erative Extension Service Office

• October 19, 20, 21 - Marshall Co. Coopera-
tive Extension Service Office

• November 16, 17, 18 - Clay Co.Cooperative 
Extension Service Office

 
Date    Location

 

Name (First and Last) 

Designation Number 
 

Home address (street and/or box number) 
 

City   
                                    State                       Zip  

E-mail address
 

 
Daytime Phone   
 
 
 

 

Mail this registration form to:
 Kentucky Master Logger
 University of Kentucky  
 Department of Forestry  
 222 T. P. Cooper Bldg.  
 Lexington, KY  40546 
Register on-line at:    www.masterlogger.org 
Information contact:  800.859.6006 or 
            visit www.masterlogger.org 
 

This form may be duplicated for additional applicants. 

or checks payable to:   Kentucky Master Logger 

Fee (Pre-registration strongly encouraged):  
Sessions are $50 . For other continuing education 
programs, fill in the date and location below.

Visa/MasterCard accepted on-line, by phone or mail.  
Circle one:      Visa  or   MasterCard
 
 
 
 
 
Expiration date:  _______  month  / _________ year 

Master Logger CEU Registration Form

Have you attended the KML 3-day program in the 
past?
        ___ Yes  ___ No

Training location and date you would like to attend:
(Refer to schedule on opposite page)

First Choice ________________________________________

Second Choice ______________________________________

Continuing Education Required By Law
The Kentucky Forest Conservation Act states that 
in order to renew your Kentucky Master Logger 
Designation Card you must first complete at least 
six-hours of continuing education (CE) before your 
card expires. 

•    September 8 - Ohio County - Principles of 
Forestry (6 CE Credits, 9 am - 4 pm, $50 fee) 
- County Extension Office

•    September 17 - Invasive Plants and For-
est Health (3 CE Credits, 1 - 4 pm, free with 
Expo admission) - Masterson Station Park - 
KY Wood Expo 

•    September 18 - Small Scale Logging: Cut-
ting and Moving Logs Using ATV’s and 
Tractors (3 CE Credits, 9:30 am - noon, free 
with Expo admission)- Masterson Station 
Park - KY Wood Expo

•    October 28 - Floyd County - Timber Cruis-
ing Basics (6 CE Credits, 9 am - 4 pm, $50 
fee) - County Extension Office

•    November 9 - Harrison County - Timber 
Cruising Basics (6 CE Credits, 9 am - 4 pm, 
$50 fee) - County Extension Office

2021 Continuing Education Programs

7



8    The Kentucky LogJam - Volume 15 Issue 1 - August 2021

 
NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID

LEXINGTON KY
PERMIT 109

Forestry Extension Office
Department of Forestry
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Lexington, KY 40546-0073

Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people 
regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
University of Kentucky, Kentucky State University, U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, and Kentucky Counties, cooperating.  The Logjam is published by the 
University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Environment Forestry 
Extension, an Equal Opportunity Organization. Copyright 2016.  Mention or 
display of a trademark, proprietary product, or firm in text or images does not 
constitute an endorsement and does not imply approval to the exclusion of 
other suitable products or firms.

The Kentucky LogJam is published by the 
Cooperative Extension Service at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky’s Department of For-
estry and Natural Resources with funding 
provided by USDA Renewable Resources 
Extension Act (RREA), UK Forestry Exten-
sion, the Sustainable Forestry Initiative Kentucky State 
Implementation Committee and Cooperative Extension 
Service funding.  

Kentucky LogJam Managing Editors: 
Editors:  Dr. Jeffrey W. Stringer and Chad Niman 
Assistant Editor:  Mark Schuster 
Assistant Editor, Graphic Designer, and  
   Advertising:  Renee’ Williams

KFIA Hosting Regional Meetings
Western/Purchase Regional Meeting
August 26
Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park,  
20781 Pennyrile Lodge Road, Dawson Springs, KY 

CONTACT: Mervin Strader, Strader Bros, LLC 
270.604.1741 or straderbrothers.logging@gmail.com

Southeast Regional Meeting
October 7 
HELD AT: Pulaski County Park Pavilion A & B  
1200 Hwy 3189, Nancy, KY 
 
CONTACT:  Bobby Atkinson, Somerset Wood Products 
at 606-678-2842 or bobbya@somersetwood.com 
 
Check the KFIA website for additional meeting informa-
tion to be posted as soon as details are finalized.


