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Hardwood Log Market Update

O

verall, hardwood markets are up for all
grades and species. This creates an improved market situation although labor
shortages, availability of trucking and inflation
have created challenges in 2021 for many loggers and mills. Statewide delivered log prices
increased by approximately 29.5% for all grades
and species. Demand has continued to outpace
production capacity for hardwood products.
This has kept prices climbing and competition
strong. Prices are tied to strong housing and
remodel markets that outpaced production.
Markets are anticipated to remain strong until
production meets demand. This is likely not to
occur until the end of 2022. Figure 1 shows the
delivered price trends for high quality lumber
logs of the top 5 most commercially important
species across Kentucky and how those prices
changed from 2013 to the end of 2021.

Figure 1: Delivered Log Price
($ per MBF) High Quality Logs

Delivered Log Summary
Ash volume continues to decline due the to
emerald ash borer. Standing dead trees have
been further degraded by ambrosia beetles.
This will continue until all of Kentucky is impacted. Hickory is experiencing favorable
markets across log qualities in 2021 with the
largest increase associated with low quality
logs. Maples experienced strong increases in
prices across all log qualities. Red oak domestic and export demand is still weak, although
pricing has improved. Strong railway tie log
and hardwood flooring markets have provided
much of the price improvement for red oak.
Yellow-poplar demand has doubled its value
from 2020, with values very close to red oak.
High and medium quality yellow-poplar logs
experienced record highs in 2021 with average
value increases between 43.6-45.1% across all

log qualities. We have heard reports from some
lumber producers that poplar pricing has started
to soften
slightly and
this is reflected in lumber
pricing. White
oak log price
continues
to remain
strong. This
is due to the
demand for
the species
across all
qualities, with an especially strong continued demand for high quality stave logs associated with
elevated bourbon whiskey production. Demand
...continued on page 2
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and competition between stave veneer, and
grade lumber logs across the region resulted
in historically high prices and reduced supplies of white oak in 2021 for many facilities.
Chestnut oak, (which is not listed in the table)
is also in high demand, driven by the demand
for white oak. Black walnut prices paid for
high quality logs are historically high resulting
in continued sellers’ market for this species.
Price increases were significant for medium
quality 32%, and low quality walnut logs increasing 46.5%. Table 1 shows the delivered
prices for factory lumber logs of various commercially important species across Kentucky
from the end of 2020 and how those prices
changed compared to the end of 2021.

Stave Logs

Competition for stave logs continues to grow,
increasing the value of high and medium
quality white oak logs as well. In order to
meet this growing demand a number of new
yards have been established to receive stave
logs. Markets are averaging over $1.69/bdft
(Figure 2) with logs ranging $1 to $2.50 per
board foot. Unlike 2020 and the first half of
2021, where prices were flat throughout the
year, stave logs experienced a 21% increase
in the second half of 2021. The market for
white oak logs is expected to remain strong
in 2022. As mentioned previously, strong
competition for high quality white oak logs
reduced stave log inventories for many facilities, causing price increases.

Table 1: Kentucky Delivered Log Prices 2020 - 2021

Species Quality
Ash

Cherry

Hickory

Hard
Maple
Red
Oak
Soft
Maple
Black
Walnut
White
Oak
Yellowpoplar

2020 3&4 2021 3&4 %
Quarters Quarters Change

High

$502

$570

11.9%

Medium

$370

$415

10.7%

Low

$222

$318

30.2%

High

$468

$616

24.0%

Medium

$338

$470

28.2%

Low

$217

$297

27.0%

High

$521

$564

7.6%

Medium

$361

$458

21.1%

Low

$213

$339

37.1%

High

$971

$1,208

19.6%

Medium

$502

$740

32.2%

Low

$291

$390

25.4%

High

$622

$949

34.5%

Medium

$364

$634

42.6%

Low

$240

$389

38.4%

High

$453

$603

25.0%

Medium

$331

$433

23.6%

Low

$229

$309

25.9%

High

$1,961

$2,766

29.1%

Medium

$1,130

$1,663

32.0%

Low

$399

$746

46.5%

High

$1,369

$1,759

22.2%

Medium

$689

$1,055

34.7%

Low

$332

$498

33.4%

High

$508

$925

45.1%

Medium

$351

$628

44.1%

Low

$211

$374

43.6%

Figure 2: Delivered Stave Log Prices in
Kentucky 2011 - 2020 by Quarter ($MBF) Doyle
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Railroad Tie Logs

Railroad tie logs remain another important timber product in Kentucky. Hardwood railroad tie logs, that experienced
a soft market and losses in value in 2019
and 2020, have rallied in 2021 with a
26.5% increase in value from the end of
2020 to the end of 2021, and non-oak
hardwood tie logs increasing 23.8%
over the same time period (Figure 3).
The statewide average for oak tie logs
is $558/MBF, and for non-oak tie logs
it is $442/MBF. While there is a strong
overall upward trend in prices, there
has been significant variation across the
state and from month to month. Normal
maintenance and replacement of railway
ties are ongoing and demand and strong
pricing is anticipated.

Figure 3: Delived Tie Log Prices
in Kentucky 2008 - 2021 ($MBF) Doyle

Poplar Peeler Logs

Yellow-poplar peeler logs are veneered and used to make the core layers in hardwood plywood. This important
market, especially in eastern Kentucky, has shown improvement in 2021 with a 66% increase in price averaging
$75/ton delivered.

Pulpwood

There have been some dramatic changes in the pulpwood markets in Kentucky in recent years. The Wickliffe
paper mill in Ballard County came back online in 2019 and has been purchasing roundwood at their facility and
satellite yards. Southeast Kentucky woodlands have been negatively impacted by the closure of the Kingsport,
TN paper mill. While many parts of Kentucky do not have pulpwood markets, prices are averaging around $34/
ton delivered.

Beth Williams - New Master Logger Coordinator
Please join us in welcoming Beth Williams to the
role of the Kentucky Master Logger Coordinator. Beth replaced Mark Schuster, long-time KML
Coordinator who retired in August 2021.
Beth has been with the Kentucky Division of
Forestry for over 20 years. Her position is based out of the
Kentucky Master Logger Office at the University of Kentucky
Forestry Building in Lexington, KY.
As coordinator, she will be responsible for arranging all 3-day
and continuing education credit programs and maintaining the
KML database.
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Sustainability of White Oak Supply
Dr. Jeff Stringer, Director, Kentucky Master Logger Program; Chair, UK Department of Forestry and Natural
Resources and Co-Founder of the White Oak Initiative
As many of you are aware prices for white oak logs,
along with most other species, have been on the
up-swing over the last year. All indications are that
white oak will stay in high demand, especially the
market for stave logs. The significant amount of better quality white oak being logged is causing concern
for long-term availability of quality white oak. At UK
we have conducted a study that showed more quality white oak is being harvested than we are growing.
We predict this will start too noticeably reduce the
amount of quality white oak available in the next 5 to
10 years. Kentucky is not the only state where this is
a problem and we are working to determine what the
exact situation is across the white oak sourcing area
(most importantly Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee,
West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina).
We have spent time over the last couple of years
letting forest industries and distillers know about this
predicted shortage. These industries, as well as others interested in our forests, have come together to
form the White Oak Initiative to work on the sustaining white oak timber. One fact that is important, is
that the predicted shortage is not due to an increase
in harvesting. It is a result of the lack of large seedlings, saplings and pole-sized white oaks that are

needed to replace aging white
oak sawtimber. This is due
to the abundance of red
and sugar maple, beech,
and other trees that have
grown up under sawtimber sized white oaks. They
are producing a significant
amount of shade that is killing
off the small white oak seedlings
that sprout from acorns. This is leading to a failure in
the regeneration of white oak. The White Oak Initiative
and some of its key members, like UK, are working hard
to determine what can be done.
As white oak is important to logging, our forest industry, and all Kentuckians we will be conducting a number
of white oak classes in the Kentucky Master Logger
program, the first was held in London last month. We
will be providing information on white oak markets and
availability and how loggers can help sustain white oak.
Stay tuned for more information and please take the
opportunity to sign up for these classes as they are offered over the next several years. If you are interested
in the White Oak Initiative go the website:
www.whiteoakinitiative.org for more information.

West KY Tornado Damage and Storm Resources
Dr. Jacob Muller, Assistant Professor, Hardwood Silviculture Extension
The past several years have been hard on Kentuckians as severe storms have affected us all. It has also
been particularly hard on our woodland owners as storm-related losses mount. This past December’s tornado outbreak was a reminder to us all how vulnerable our woodlands can be to these severe storms. It’s
estimated that nearly 7,500 acres of
western Kentucky woodlands were severely damaged by these recent storms.
Fortunately, the forestry community
and industry has risen to the occasion
and offered wide ranging support. Still,
it can be difficult for those wanting to
help to find resources and connect with
those working on the ground in these
affected areas. UK Forestry Extension is
one outlet that is here to help guide you
to resources and assistance. Please visit
www.kytimberdamage.net to find
publications on safety in the woods,
timber salvage decisions, and woodland
Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS
management following severe storm
User Community, Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contribuors, and the GIS user community
damage. We also have resources specific
to the Kentucky forest industry, wood
markets, chipping operations, and logging. We will continue to work with the Kentucky Division of Forestry
(KDF), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), and Kentucky Forest Industries Association (KFIA),
along with others in the forestry community, to develop materials related to the tornado damage and resources for contractors, consultants, and landowners.
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Growing Kentucky Forests, Supplying the World

Tornado Damage Wood Markets
Markets for wood from tornado damaged areas will vary depending on the local requirement for the company.
The best way to insure that the material would be accepted is to contact those in charge of wood procurement
before producing any product for the mills. The Companies accepting pulpwood for paper production and wood
chips for boiler fuel in the western Kentucky area are Phoenix Paper and Domtar Paper. The local contact for
Dunaway Timber who buys raw material (pulpwood) and chips the wood & sells to Domtar which is located in
Hawesville, KY is Henry Christ. Dunaway Timber has buying locations in Eddyville & Fordsville. The paper
mills are buying mostly clean chips to make paper which means that the logs that are being chipped have had
the bark removed before being processed. Bark content in the wood chips will reduce the paper quality and are
not as desirable for making paper.
There are markets for wood chips which include bark contact the buyers for your options. Any wood being
used for boiler fuel could not contain anything like plywood, urban waste and items that contain glue.
They can buy wood for their chipping operations which would include hardwood trees. The logs would
generally need to be at least 8 feet long with a maximum length of up to 40 feet and would need to be fairly
straight without limbs. Dunaway Timber will take logs up to about 18 inches in diameter at the large end and
Phoenix Paper can generally take logs up to 26 inches in diameter. They are set up to debark and chip the logs
after they are delivered. Anyone taking logs would need to contact them before delivering any wood and they
can provide a current price along with specifications. Currently the paper mills are looking for wood and the
market is good.
A list of logging contractors by county can be found online at masterlogger.org
Market contacts are listed below:
Tom Wood - wood for chipping & possibly boiler fuel
Purchasing wood at facilities in Beaver Dam and Eddyville, KY
Phoenix Paper Wickliffe, Wickliffe, KY
270-335-4000
thomas.wood@phoenixpaper.com
Henry Christ - wood for chipping that would go to Domtar Paper
Dunaway Timber Co., Fordsville, KY
270-276-3367
henry@dunawaytimber.com
Dan Allard - boiler fuel & chips
Domtar Paper Co. LLC.
Hawesville, KY
270-314-4366
daniel.allard@domtar.com
If you have additional questions or need more specific information please contact Bob Bauer at the Kentucky
Forest Industries Association at 502-695-3979 or email bob@kfia.org
106 Progress Drive

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-8695

502/695-3979

Fax 502/695-8343

www.kfia.org
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The Real American Hardwood Coalition
The Real American Hardwood™ campaign has launched!
By becoming an industry member of one of the Real American Hardwood Coalition (RAHC) funding associations, your
company is eligible to
use the Real American
Hardwood logo on
products, printed promotional materials, and
social media.
By including the Real
American Hardwood
logo on your lumber,
manufactured goods,
trucks, websites, marketing materials, and
business cards, you
can help spread the word and raise awareness of Naturally
Authentic™ American Hardwood merchandise.
Explore how your company can participate at
www.RealAmericanHardwood.org, the website built especially for you, your company, and your employees. The

website provides everything you need, including
downloadable logo files and guidelines for use.
Visit https://realamericanhardwood.org/request
documents to access all the resources.
The hard work and financial support of more
than 25 industry associations, this group has
completed their consumer research and built
the primary infrastructure to engage the hardwood industry in working to raise awareness of
our amazing hardwood finished goods from raw
materials to industrial products to the finished
goods used to furnish American homes.
Looking forward to seeing the Real American
Hardwood logo popping up across the country,
promoting the Naturally Authentic beauty and
benefits of Real American Hardwood products.
Questions? Contact
info@realamericanhardwood.org or Michele
Brewer with KFIA 1.502.695.3979

2022 KFIA Annual Meeting Embassy Suites, Lexington, KY
The meeting will kick off Tuesday, March 29, with the
John C. Smith Memorial Golf Scramble at the Houston Oaks Golf Course located in Paris, KY.
On Wednesday, March 30, the exhibit area will be
open all day for networking. The opening session will
have speakers to discuss the Real American Hardwood Promotion, lumber and carbon markets plus
an update on national infrastructure funding, and a
legislative update locally and nationally. The KFIA
Business Meeting will be held in conjunction with the
KFIA/KY Tree Farm Awards Luncheon where the new
officers will be elected and outstanding individuals
will be recognized for their achievements in the forest
industry community. The Kentucky Tree Farmer and
Logger of the Year will be honored with awards for
their accomplishments to support forestry and the
wood industry.

tails will be served which makes for some great networking opportunities for all attendees. The evening
will wrap up with a reception in the Exhibit Hall with
plenty of time to talk with a large number of vendors
at the exhibitor reception.
On Thursday, March 31, the last day of the meeting
begins with the morning General Session that will
cover recent trucking concerns, workforce issues and
the White Oak Initiative.
The KFIA Annual Meeting is a great opportunity to
bring the industry together and provide you with
the information and contacts to make your business
flourish and grow in 2022. Please feel free to contact
the KFIA office at 502-695-3979 with any questions
or needs you have related to attending or exhibiting
at the Annual Meeting.

Following lunch the SFI/SIC Committee meeting will
have an open discussion on certification issues and
funding of current projects by SFI members. The
afternoon will start kicking up with free time for attendees to visit the always popular Robinson Lumber
Company & Houchens Insurance Group Hospitality
Suite where fresh seafood from Louisiana and cock6

Kentucky Master
Logger Continuing
Education Programs
If you would like to register for one
of these programs and complete
the six-hour CE requirement, mail
this registration form and fee to
the KML Office at the address listed below or
call 1-800-859-6006 or 859-257-6230. If time
permits you will be sent a return letter verifying your registration along with class information. All Continuing Education Credits have a
$50 registration fee. See classes offered in the
table below.

Kentucky Master Logger 3-Day Program
If you would like to register for a 3-day program, call 1-800-859-6006 or 859-257-6230.
The 3-day sessions cost $85 per person for
the entire 3-day course.

2022 Dates and Locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 22, 23 and 24 - Carter County - Grayson Cooperative Extension Service Office
April 13, 14 and 15 - Christian County - Hopkinsville Cooperative Extension Service Office
May 24, 25 and 26 - Floyd County - Prestonsburg - 		
Cooperative Extension Service Office
June 21, 22 and 23 - Owen County - Owenton - 		
Cooperative Extension Service Office
September 20, 21 and 22 - Metcalfe County Edmonton Cooperative Extension Service Office
October 18, 19 and 20 - Marshall County - Benton Cooperative Extension Service Office
November 15, 16 and 17 - Clay County - Manchester
- Cooperative Extension Service (EXCEL Bldg)

2022 Continuing Education Programs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•


April 27 - Marshall Co. - Benton - Principles of Forestry - County Extension Office
May 4 - Warren Co.- Bowling Green - Principles ofForestry - County Extension Office
May 11 - Carter Co. - Olive Hill - Directional Felling
- Carter Caves State Park
June 2 - Hopkins Co. - Madisonville - Topic TBA County Extension Office
September 14 - Ohio Co. - Hartford - White Oak
Production & Harvesting - County Extension
Office
October 27 - Floyd Co. - Prestonsburg - Cable Mechanics & Wire Rope Splicing - County Extension
Office
November 9 - Harrison Co. - Cynthiana Principles of Forestry - County Extension Office

Master Logger CEU Registration Form
This form may be duplicated for additional applicants.

Name (First and Last)
Designation Number

Home address (street and/or box number)

City

		
State

Zip

E-mail address

Daytime Phone

Have you attended the KML 3-day program in the
past?
		
___ Yes		
___ No
Training location and date you would like to attend:
First Choice ________________________________________
Second Choice ______________________________________
Visa/MasterCard accepted on-line, by phone or mail.
Visa or MasterCard
Circle one:

Expiration date: _______ month / _________ year

or checks payable to: Kentucky Master Logger
Fee (Pre-registration strongly encouraged):
Sessions are $50 . For other continuing education
programs, fill in the date and location below.
Date				Location

Mail this registration form to:
Kentucky Master Logger
University of Kentucky
Department of Forestry
222 T. P. Cooper Bldg.
Lexington, KY 40546
Register on-line at: www.masterlogger.org
Information contact: 800.859.6006 or
		
visit www.masterlogger.org

Continuing Education Required By Law
The Kentucky Forest Conservation Act states that
in order to renew your Kentucky Master Logger
Designation Card you must first complete at least
six-hours of continuing education (CE) before your
card expires.
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Forestry Extension Office
Department of Forestry
University of Kentucky
216 Thomas Poe Cooper Bldg.
Lexington, KY 40546-0073

CEU Renewals
The Kentucky Master Logger Continuing
Education classes for six CE credits have a
$50 fee. Please note that this fee is for the
six hour class only.
If your card is expiring soon after, there
is also a $25 Renewal Fee to renew your
Kentucky Master Logger designation card
for the next three year period. If you have
any questions regarding this please contact
Beth Williams, KML program coordinator
at 859.257.6230.
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