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Logger TV Coming to YOU February 2021

When Is It? Tuesday, February 23, 2021
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. eastern time (8 a.m. - 2 p.m. central time)

Two years ago University of Kentucky, Department of
Forestry and Natural Resources, hosted the second
edition of the “Logger WebTV Program”, and feedback from many loggers and the 25 County Extension Offices around the state that hosted was very successful.
The program was a live broadcast from Forestry Extension’s Webcast Studio, providing a format similar to TV
news and commentary formats. This format allows us to conduct face-to-face interviews, show videos from across
the state and use a wide range of presenters of interest to loggers on 10-15 different topics, so there is something
of interest to everyone for example regional market updates. It also provides loggers with their required 6 hours
of Continuing Education Credits for the KY Master Logger (KML) Program.

Forest Health Updates: EAB Update and Laurel Wilt
Emerald ash borer update:
The invasive emerald ash borer (EAB) is continuing to
spread through Kentucky, killing both white and green
ash species. Virtually all ash trees not treated with insecticide are anticipated to be killed by this insect. While
ash only account for ~4% of trees in Kentucky, some
areas, especially in northern Kentucky, had far higher
proportions of ash.
First detected in northern KY in 2009, EAB has spread
throughout northern, eastern, and central Kentucky and
is now moving into the western part of the state. New
infestations in western KY in 2019 include Barren, Livingston, and Crittenden counties. Areas where EAB has
been established for several years have common ash
mortality while those with more recent EAB arrival may
only be exhibiting pockets of sporadic mortality or tree
decline. As ash are killed by EAB, new ash seedlings
are sprouting up in large numbers, but these will also be
killed by EAB when they are large enough. While EAB
can rapidly kill trees, it doesn’t damage the wood itself
as larvae stay just under the bark. However, after a tree
begins to decline due to EAB, many other secondary
insects and fungi can cause a rapid decrease in wood
quality. In particular, high ambrosia beetle damage (see
page 2) has been observed in standing dead ash killed
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Map of ash decline due to the emerald ash borer.
Photo credit: Abe Nielsen, Kentucky Division of Forestry.

by EAB. The tiny tunnels of these beetles, frequently
stained black with fungi, are easy to overlook but drastically cut the value of trees. A 2017 survey of loggers in
northern KY found that ash logs with ambrosia beetle
damage were only worth about 44% the price of undamaged logs. Because of this, consider harvesting ash prior
to the arrival of EAB (or shortly after, before trees have
died) to ensure wood remains in good condition. Keep
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Log Truck and County Road Fact Sheets
Concerns over bonding of county roads led to a
study conducted by University of Kentucky, Forestry and Natural Resources Extension. The study
involved a thorough review of existing trucking laws
in Kentucky and gathering weights of different log
truck configurations. The information collected has
been compiled into two papers to help communities navigate concerns related to hauling safety
and road wear while taking into account potential
unintended economic consequences for farmers,
private landowners, loggers and forest industry.
These papers can be used to help inform logging
crews and local government. If a county road issue persists we recommend loggers contact their
representation with the Kentucky Forest Industries
Association at 502.695.3979 or visit www.kfia.org.
Links to the fact sheets can be found directly below.
Hauling Timber on County Roads: https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/sites/forestry.
ca.uky.edu/files/forfs18-05_hauling_on_county_roads.pdf
Log Truck Weights Common to the Central Hardwood Region of Kentucky: https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/sites/
forestry.ca.uky.edu/files/forfs18-06_log_truck_study_methods.pdf

Forest Health Update
...continued from page 1.

in mind that areas with many unharvested dead ash
trees may be very dangerous to work in, especially
on windy days, as trees fall apart rapidly after dying
and tree failure and branch dropping are common.

Ambrosia beetle damage in ash.
Photo courtesy: Chad Niman, University of Kentucky
Department of Forestry and Natural Resources Extension

Laurel wilt - a new disease of sassafras:
There is a new invasive disease killing sassafras trees
in Kentucky called laurel wilt disease (LWD). LWD
is caused by a fungus carried by tiny bark beetles
that can rapidly kill sassafras as well as spicebush.
Initial signs of this disease are early fall leaf color
and wilt followed by tree death. If you cut just under
the bark of trees with the disease you will see dark
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black streaky
staining. So far
it has only been
found in Todd,
Christian, and
Logan counties in southwestern KY (as
well as across
the border in
TN). However,
we have only
known about
LWD since last
summer it is
possible that
this disease is
in other areas
as well. If you
see large patchStreaky dark staining of wood just under the bark of
es of dead sassassafras trees is a sign of laurel wilt disease.
safras please re- Photo courtesy: Abe Nielsen, Kentucky Division of Forestry
port them to your
county Extension agent or the KDF forest health specialist
Alexandra Blevins at alexandra.blevins@ky.gov.
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Online Resources You Need

Forest Transportation Cost Estimator

Access to New Logging BMP Manual
As many are likely aware, Kentucky recently went through
a revision of the Kentucky
Best Management Practices
pertaining to water quality
law. The new full color manual
includes lots of pictures and
diagrams to help those on the
ground in making decisions.
All Kentucky Master Loggers
have received a printed copy in
the mail. You can view at copy
at https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/
sites/forestry.ca.uky.edu/files/
for_130_bmp_guide_small.pdf

Looking to improve the estimation of
transportation costs for your operation?
The Kentucky Forest Transportation Cost
Estimator uses Google mapping systems
and the locations of the industries found
in the Forest Products Industry Directory
to provide an interactive tool to evaluate
transportation costs. Users can estimate or
determine their costs using the tool, then
zoom in on the map clicking their harvest
location and have the option to either
optimize to the nearest location or define
their own destination. The Transportation
Cost Estimator can be accessed from
the KML website or this is the direct link:
https://ky-ftce.ca.uky.edu/

Water Maps - How to Find Protected Streams

Water Maps is a website developed by the Kentucky Division of Water to assist foresters and loggers in locating streams and rivers in Kentucky that need special protection. To determine if protected streams are located
within a tract you will be working, you can access this website from the
KML site or visit: https://watermaps.ky.gov/forestry.html
Special streams and rivers are called Exceptional Use Waters and include:
• Wild Rivers: recreational rivers where logging must adhere to special provisions as far as the eye can see from the river up to 2000
feet away
• Cold Water Aquatic Habitat (CAH): commonly referred to as trout
streams where special Streamside Management Zones are required
• Outstanding State Resource Waters (OSRW): high quality waters
that are monitored periodically
• Outstanding State Resource Waters Threatened/Endangered Listed Species (OSRW T/E): streams and
rivers containing federally listed threatened or endangered species
Note: some streams and rivers may be listed as both OSRW and CAH

Logging Emergency Services Web App

As part of the safety plan requirements for logging operations
(OSH), a print out of the nearest emergency services (hospital, police, and fire) must be accessible by the crew. To help
ease generating this information the University of Kentucky,
Department of Forestry and Natural Resources, has created
an online app that allows users to select the location of their
logging job and auto generate the nearest emergency services
as well as directions to and from these emergency services.
The app utilizes Google mapping so aerial imagery is included
for ease of use. Users can also obtain GPS coordinates of
their landing if a helicopter evacuation is necessary.
For directions of use and to access to the “Emergency Personnel Location Route Finder” you can go to the KML website
or visit this web address: https://loggingeplroutes.ca.uky.edu/
The Kentucky LogJam - Volume 14 Issue 1 - May 2020

Kentucky Forest Products
Industry Directory
Interested in exploring wood markets around
your region or county? The Kentucky Forest
Products Industry Directory provides several
advanced search options. The web address is:
http://kentuckywoodindustry.ca.uky.edu/
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Hardwood Log Markets
It is estimated that 684 million board feet of hardwood
logs were harvested in Kentucky during 2019. This harvest volume represents a 50 million board feet decline
from 2018 harvesting levels and remains less than half
the volume grown. Slow markets, regional weather issues, and uncertainty made 2019 a tough year for many
logging operations and sawmills. Overall, statewide
delivered log prices decreased by approximately 10.4%
for all grades and species combined. The main drivers
for this overall trend was a weak domestic market for
many species coupled with a softening of the Asian
export market. These two factors were off-set by poor
weather conditions for logging at the beginning of the
year that limited supply during parts of 2019, otherwise
the price loss likely would have been more dramatic for
some species. Table 1 shows the delivered prices for
factory lumber logs of various commercially important
species across Kentucky during 2019 and how those
prices changed from the first half to the last half of the
year.
ASH – Prices for high quality sawlogs decreased
21.7% in 2019 due to decreased export demand that
had supported prices over the last several years. Further, secondary degrade caused by ambrosia beetles of
trees killed by the emerald ash borer has reduced the
abundance of lumber quality standing timber resulting
in increased risk associated with stumpage purchases
and a decrease in stumpage values.
CHERRY – Cherry logs were subjected to the largest
percentage decrease in value across log grades compared to other commercial species in 2019, although
occasional local spikes in pricing occurred. Statewide
high quality cherry sawlogs decreased in value 25.7%,
and medium quality decreased 25%.
HICKORY – While previous years found favorable
prices for hickory, prices dropped 5.6% to 15.1% across
log qualities in 2019 with the largest decrease associated with high quality logs.
MAPLES – Maples in general experienced less of a
reduction in prices compared to many species. Hard
maple prices decreased through 2019, with a 6.8%
price reduction for low quality logs and a larger reduction (12.9 percent) for higher grade logs. Soft maple
(typically red maple) logs held relatively well with only
a drop of 7.5% for high quality logs, while medium and
low quality log prices remaining relatively flat.
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Table 1. Kentucky Delivered Log Prices in 2019
Species
Ash

Cherry

Hickory

Sugar
Maple

Red Oak

Red
Maple

Walnut

Quality

2019 3&4
%
Quarters Change

High

$675

$528

-21.7%

Medium

$433

$393

-9.1%

Low

$274

$268

-2.3%

High

$745

$553

-25.7%

Medium

$525

$392

-25.4%

Low

$302

$269

-11.1%

High

$514

$436

-15.1%

Medium

$407

$361

-11.3%

Low

$272

$257

-5.6%

High

$858

$747

-12.9%

Medium

$545

$486

-10.9%

Low

$316

$294

-6.8%

High

$685

$553

-19.3%

Medium

$460

$420

-8.6%

Low

$288

$295

2.4%

High

$536

$496

-7.5%

Medium

$368

$369

.01%

Low

$265

$263

-.07%

High

$2,046

$1,964

-0.22%

Medium

$1,231

$1,036

-19.43%

Low

$589

$443

-24.7%

High

$1,127

$1,014

-10.0%

$604

$553

-8.4%

$327

$319

-2.4%

High

$592

$548

-7.4%

Medium

$423

$398

-5.9%

Low

$283

$254

-10.2%

White Oak Medium
Low
Yellowpoplar

2019 1&2
Quarters

RED OAK – Red oak continued to experience significant price decreases that initiated in 2017. 2019
resulted in an additional loss of 19.3% for high quality
logs. Fortunately, low quality log prices were nearly flat,
with a small reduction of 2.4% that corresponded to
relatively stable prices in the railroad tie and industrial
cant markets, and hardwood flooring to a lesser degree.
Much of the red oak pricing drop for higher quality logs
was tied directly to decreased demand and pricing from
Chinese export markets which is optimistically believed
to improve in 2020.
WHITE OAK – Log price continues to remain strong
due to the multiple uses and demands for the species
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Hardwood Log Markets

across all qualities, with an especially strong demand for high quality stave logs associated with elevated bourbon whiskey production. Periods of dry weather through portions of the state with significant white oak growing
stocks coupled with historically relatively high prices resulted in ample supplies of white oak in 2019 and a slight
short-term softening of the market with decreased values from 2 to 10%.
BLACK WALNUT – While log pricing overall was down in 2019, high quality logs were off by only 4% from the
start of 2019 and prices paid for high quality logs are still historically high resulting in continued sellers’ market
for this grade and species. Losses were more significant for medium quality 15.9%, and low quality walnut logs
dropping 24.7%.
YELLOW-POPLAR – High and medium quality yellow-poplar logs lost between 6-7.4%, but low quality logs
dropped more than 10% in value.

Staves and Railroad Tie Pricing
Barrel Stave Logs
Stave logs are generally high quality white oak
Figure 1. Delivered Stave Logs Prices in
logs that are used to make barrels for the
Kentucky 2011-2019 by Quarter ($/MBF)
distilling industry. Competition for these logs
continues to grow, increasing the value of
high and medium quality white oak logs as
well. In order to meet this growing demand a
number of new log yards have been established to receive stave logs. All markets are
averaging over $1.40/bdft (Figure 6 & 7) with
some logs worth much less and some worth
much more. The market for white oak logs is
expected to remain strong in 2020. As mentioned previously, extended dry weather periods in 2019 allowed for stave log inventories Figure 1 and 2 sources: Kentucky Division of Forestry’s Delivered Log Price Data
to rebuild, causing short term price decreases. (MBF = 1,000 board feet)
Railroad Tie Logs
Railroad tie logs remain another important timber product in Kentucky. Hardwood railroad tie logs have experienced
strong markets over the last year and a half. Statewide, oak tie logs have averaged an 11% increase in value from
the end of 2017 to the end of 2019,
Figure 2. Delivered Tie Logs Prices
and non-oak hardwood tie logs
have averaged a 10% increase
in Kentucky 2011-2019 by Quarter ($/MBF)
(Figure 8). The statewide average
for oak tie logs is $441/MBF, and
$441
for non-oak tie logs it is $357/MBF.
While there is a strong overall upward trend in prices, there has been
$357
significant variation across the state
and from month to month. Normal
maintenance and replacement of
tie logs are ongoing, but an additional five million ties are currently
being replaced. Tie log demand
Non-oak
Oak
and strong pricing are anticipated
through 2020 due to increased replacement of railroad ties.
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Upland Oak Training and Resources
Coming Soon From The White Oak Initiative
The White Oak Initiative will soon publish guidelines for managing healthy white oak and upland
oak forests. These management practice publications will be written to inform not only
foresters and loggers about white oak management, but also landowners. Landowners will learn some of the basic fundamentals of managing upland oak forests. For
instance, many landowners don’t realize the complex relationship between openings
created in the forest canopy during a timber harvest and the species and amount
of regeneration that follows. As more landowners become aware of these special
considerations for upland oak management, they will likely have more questions
specific to their own forests when considering a harvest.
The White Oak Initiative will be developing white oak training (fall 2020) for loggers as
well as others involved in the logging industry. The training will be designed to provide loggers and forest managers with the tools needed to manage healthy and diverse upland oak forests. With these
tools, loggers will be better equipped in assisting landowners with their management goals by addressing white
oak regeneration concerns during a planned timber harvest. Loggers can also provide landowners with potential
cost share information as well as a list of private and public foresters who can assist with continued forest management projects in order to grow healthy forests for decades to come.

Welcome to Dr. Jacob Muller
The University of Kentucky Department of Forestry and Natural Resources Extension team is excited to announce that Dr. Jacob Muller officially joined our team
on February 1, 2020. Dr. Muller will be specializing in hardwood silviculture and
forest operations including continuing education programs for woodland owners
and natural resource professionals. He will be working on the development and
advancement of educational tools to better inform landowners of current and future
management challenges. To learn more about Dr. Muller, including his contact
information, please visit https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/jacob-muller.

Kentucky Forest Industries
Association Annual Meeting Rescheduled
With the rising concern regarding the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak the Kentucky Forest Industries
Association has reviewed their options for the upcoming
meeting and
it was
unanimously
voted by their Board of Directors to postpone the
meeting. The new dates are August 25, 26 & 27 at the
Brown Hotel in Louisville. It is their full intent to keep
members and visitors safe.

Call Before You Cross
Heavy equipment can cause damage to pipelines. Please call
811 at least 48 hours prior to crossing a right-of-way.
TransCanada* can also be contacted directly at 1.877.287.1782
or us_crossings@TransCanada.com.
*TransCanada is the parent company of Columbia Gas and Gulf Transmission
and ANR Pipeline.

For more information please visit their website:
http://www.kfia.org/AnnualMeeting.aspx
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Kentucky Master
Logger Continuing
Education Programs

If you would like to register for one of
these programs and complete the sixhour CE requirement, mail this registration form and fee to the KML Office at
the address listed below or call 1-800859-6006 or 859-257-6230. All class times are 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., local time. If time permits you
will be sent a return letter verifying your registration
along with class information. All Continuing Education Credits have a $50 registration fee. See classes
offered in the table below.

Kentucky Master Logger 3-Day Program
If you would like to register for a 3-day program, call 1-800-859-6006 or 859-257-6230.
The 3-day sessions cost $85 per person for
the entire 3-day course.

2020 Dates and Locations:
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

July 14, 15, 16 – Carter County – Grayson –
County Extension Office – Rescheduled from
March
July 28, 29, 30 – Owen County – Owenton –
County Extension Office
August 18, 19, 20 – Hopkins County – Madisonville – County Extension Office – Rescheduled
from April
September 1, 2, 3 – Floyd County - Prestonsburg
– County Extension Office – Rescheduled from
May
September 15, 16, 17 – Metcalfe County – Edmonton – County Extension Office
October 27, 28, 29 – Marshall County – Benton –
County Extension Office
November 17, 18, 19 – Clay County – Manchester – County Extension Office

Continuing Education Required By Law
The Kentucky Forest Conservation Act states that in order to
renew your Kentucky Master Logger Designation Card you
must first complete at least six-hours of continuing education
(CE) before your card expires.

No Registration Form?

This edition of LogJam doesn’t have a registration form due to the
changes that are continuously happening due to Covid 19, any
changes to future programs will be immediately posted on the
website at www.masterlogger.org. Please check the website on
the status of any scheduled program.
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2020 KML
CE Program Schedule
(including rescheduled
programs from April and May)

• June 30 – Carter County – Grayson – Principles
of Forestry (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50 fee)
• July 21 – Metcalfe County – Edmonton –
Business Regulations & Logging Safety (6 CE
Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50 fee)
• July 23 – Floyd County – Prestonsburg - Princi
ples of Forestry (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50
fee) – Rescheduled from April
• August 4 – Casey County – Liberty - Principles
of Forestry (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm,$50 fee) –
Rescheduled from May
• August 6 – Hopkins County – Madisonville – Timber Tips (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50 fee) –
Rescheduled from April
• August 11 – Grayson County – Leitchfield - Business Regulations & Logging Safety (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50 fee) – Rescheduled from May
• August 25 – Clay County – Manchester – Ten
Ways to Make/Save Money Logging (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50 fee)
• September 12 – Breathitt County – Quicksand –
Growing and Harvesting White Oak (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50 fee)
• October 22 – Caldwell County – Princeton – Timber Cruising Basics (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm,
$50 fee)
• November 5 – Owen County – Owenton - Timber
Tips (6 CE Credits, 9am - 4pm, $50 fee)
Important Program Information:

a) Registration fee is nonrefundable within five (5)
working days prior to the first day of training. Participants will be prioritized for class space up to five
(5) working days before the class.
b) If a participant cancels within five (5) working days
or misses a session, he/she will be put on a waiting
list for the next available training.
c) The participant must provide personal transportation to field sites, as required at some locations.
d) The participant must furnish personal protective
equipment (PPE) hard hat. Under no circumstances will participants be allowed onto field sites
without proper personal protective equipment.
e) Classes are limited to fifty (50) participants, the
Commonwealth of Kentucky reserves the right to
cancel a program if there are not sufficient participants scheduled at a location.
f) Attendance of all 3 sessions is required for graduation.
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Forestry Extension Office
Department of Forestry
University of Kentucky
216 Thomas Poe Cooper Bldg.
Lexington, KY 40546-0073

Log A Load Helps over 250 Children!
Log a Load provided funding and people to help make the
Christmas Winter Wonderland
Store a big success this year.
The Children’s Hospital used
donated funds to have available
all types of toys that allowed
over 250 patient families to shop
and make their holiday spent
in the hospital more enjoyable.
Kentucky Forest Industries Association, Executive Director Bob
Bauer along with daughter Katie
and Mark Schuster from the Ken- Bob Bauer with daughter Katie and
Mark Schuster delivered presents to
tucky Division of Forestry assisted children at UK Children’s Hospital.
parents in selecting presents for
young patients and their siblings and getting them wrapped
and delivered to their hospital rooms.
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